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Exhibit of portraits by Civil War veteran opens at FWMoA June 4
Alexander Lawrie: A Master Portraitist in Indiana, June 4-August 21, 2016
May 16, 2016 (Fort Wayne, IN) – The Fort Wayne Museum of Art is proud to showcase an exhibit of 19th

century artist Alexander Lawrie, active in Indiana from 1881 until his death in 1917. Lawrie's legacy
includes portraits of prominent figures in Indiana history, especially Civil War generals. A key
partnership of this project is with the Indiana Veteran's Home in West Lafayette, which has housed 167
Lawrie works since 1917.
Alexander Lawrie was a soldier in the Civil War as well as a scholar and artist. His initial career was as
a wood engraver at age 16, and later he painted Civil War era landscapes in the style of the Hudson
River School. Lawrie was trained in Paris, Dusseldorf, and Florence in the 1850s, and after returning to
the United States in 1857, he enrolled at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts.
While Lawrie was at the Academy, his parents moved to White County, Indiana. In 1861, Lawrie
enlisted in the 17th Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, but was discharged in 1863 after an
extensive illness. In 1868, he was accepted into the National Academy of Design, and he opened a
studio in New York where his work was inspired by the landscapes of the Hudson River. Lawrie
enjoyed artistic success through solo and group exhibitions for his award-winning work until around
1876. Lawrie moved to Indiana in 1881 because there was little work available on the east coast.
He left Indiana in 1887 to pursue work around the country, returned to Indiana in 1895, and moved to
the State Soldier's Home in Lafayette in 1902. For the next 15 years, Lawrie created an astounding 153
portraits of military figures, notable individuals, and self-portraits. The military figures in this exhibition
are nearly all Union generals, many of whom had ties to Indiana and held positions as community
leaders or state government officials. Upon his death in 1917, Lawrie bequeathed 167 paintings to the
Soldier’s home, the collection held by the State of Indiana since that time.
A public lecture on this exhibit will be presented by Dr. Elizabeth Kuebler-Wolf on June 14 at 6:30pm.
Wolf is Associate Professor of Art History at the University of Saint Francis in Fort Wayne. Admission
to the lecture is free with regular museum admission. For more information, visit www.fwmoa.org.
This activity is a signature project of the Indiana Bicentennial Commission, and is made possible, in
part, with support from the Indiana Arts Commission.
About the Fort Wayne Museum of Art: Beginning with art classes in 1888 given by J. Ottis Adams and later William
Forsyth, the Fort Wayne Museum of Art has evolved into a center for the visual arts community in Northeast Indiana.
Regularly exhibiting regional and nationally acclaimed artists, the FWMoA also boasts an extensive permanent collection of
American Art, including the Steven Sorman Archives and more than 300 pieces of Brilliant Cut Glass. The Museum is
committed to the collection, preservation, presentation and interpretation of American and related art to engage broad and
diverse audiences throughout the community and region, and add value to their lives. The Fort Wayne Museum of Art is a
funded partner of Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne. This activity made possible, in part, with support from the Indiana Arts
Commission and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency. ###

