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FORT WAYNE MUSEUM OF ART TO RECOGNIZE MORE THAN 750 STUDENTS WITH
PRESTIGIOUS REGIONAL SCHOLASTIC ART AND WRITING AWARD
Regional artists, writers competed regionally against 4,300 submissions
Fort Wayne, Ind., Feb. 14, 2018 - The Fort Wayne Museum of Art announced the regional recipients
for the 2018 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. The winners include 753 students from middle and high
schools in northeast Indiana and northwest Ohio. Their original works of art and writing will be featured in
a special exhibit at the museum now through April 8, 2018.
Presented by the Alliance for Young Artists & Writers, the 95th Scholastic Art & Writing Awards
(SAWA) is the country's longest-running and most prestigious scholarship and recognition program for
creative students in grades seven to 12. This year, nearly 350,000 works of art and writing were submitted
to more than 100 affiliate SAWA partners across the country.
“We have an amazing network of affiliate partners who bring the program to life by recognizing and
encouraging creative teens across America,” said Virginia McEnerney, executive director of the Alliance for
Young Artists & Writers. “Over the course of the program’s nearly century-long history, we’ve learned that
this recognition can be life changing. For many creative teens, their regional Scholastic Award leads to
recognition at the national level, where opportunities for exhibition, publication, and millions of dollars in
scholarships await those who receive top honors.”
A special ceremony to celebrate the regional student achievements was held Feb. 11, 2018 at the
University of Saint Francis Robert Goldstine Performing Arts Center in Fort Wayne. The students also
received regional honors, including Gold Keys, Silver Keys, Honorable Mentions and American Visions &
Voices nominations.
Corinna Ladd, PNC’s regional president for northern Indiana, addressed the awardees during the
ceremony. This is the second year PNC Bank has sponsored the exhibit at the museum.
“We congratulate the students for their inspiring works of art and innovative writing,” she said. “The
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards allows our youth to explore their many talents and engage on a national
competitive level. PNC values the impact a thriving arts and cultural scene can have on our community.”
The award program was founded in 1923. Since then, it has helped foster the creativity and talent
of millions of students, including renowned alumni who have gone on to become leaders in their fields:
Andy Warhol, Truman Capote, Richard Avedon, Philip Pearlstein, and Sylvia Plath. More recently,
Stephen King, Richard Linklater, Zac Posen, and Lena Dunham received Scholastic Art & Writing
Awards when they were teens.
The Northeast Indiana/Northwest Ohio region is proud of its Scholastic alumni who have built
successful careers in creative industries. They include Brett Golliff, a 2003 graduate of Angola High School,
who has designed for New Balance, Nike, and Chevrolet; Seth Boyden, a 2011 graduate of Bishop Dwenger
High School, who works as a storyboard artist for Blue Sky Studios; and Esther Boller, a 2013 homeschool
graduate, who, after winning a National Gold Medal, was awarded a full tuition scholarship to Savannah
College of Art and Design. Boller now lives and works in New York City as a pattern maker for Werkstatt.
For Gold Key works of art and writing in the Awards’ 29 categories, including architecture,
painting, flash fiction, poetry, printmaking, video game design, and more, the opportunities for recognition
will continue when the works are adjudicated again on a national level by a panel of leading creative
professionals. National Gold Medalists will be announced in March 2018 and will be honored during a
special awards ceremony at the world-famous Carnegie Hall in New York City in June 2018. All National
Medalists are eligible for a wealth of additional opportunities, such as inclusion in the Art.Write.Now.Tour

traveling exhibition and The Best Teen Writing anthology. National Medalist poets are considered for the
National Student Poets Program, the nation’s highest honor for young poets presenting original work.
A complete list of the 2018 regional Gold Key Scholastic Art & Writing Awards recipients is available online
at artandwriting.org.
A complete list of the 753 regional 2018 Scholastic Arts & Writing Award winners is attached.
SPONSORS:
The Alliance is grateful for its generous sponsors, who provide funds to support and produce the Scholastic
Awards at the national level: Scholastic Inc., The Maurice R. Robinson Fund, Command Web Offset Co.,
The New York Times, the New York Life Foundation, The Herb Block Foundation, Blick Art Materials &
Utrecht Art Supplies, Golden Artist Colors, Garcia Family Foundation, Bloomberg Philanthropies, the ESA
Foundation, Jacques and Natasha Gelman Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, Creative
Circle, the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, and Amazon Literary Partnership; numerous other
individual, foundation, and corporate funders; and, for the National Student Poets Program, the Institute of
Museum and Library Services, the Poetry Foundation, and the Academy of American Poets.
The Northeast Indiana/Northwest Ohio Regional exhibition, organized by the Fort Wayne Museum of Art,
has been sponsored with major support by PNC Bank, with additional support by Indiana Tech and
Lawrence Building Corporation. Media partners include the News Sentinel and Northeast Indiana Public
Radio.
The Fort Wayne Museum of Art is accredited by the American Alliance of Museums and is a funded partner
of Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne. This activity made possible, in part, with support from the Indiana
Arts Commission and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.
PNC Bank, National Association, is a member of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (NYSE: PNC).
PNC is one of the largest diversified financial services institutions in the United States, organized around
its customers and communities for strong relationships and local delivery of retail and business banking
including a full range of lending products; specialized services for corporations and government entities,
including corporate banking, real estate finance and asset-based lending; wealth management and asset
management. For information about PNC, visit www.pnc.com.
For more information about the Alliance for Young Artists & Writers and the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards,
visit the Scholastic News Room: http://mediaroom.scholastic.com/artandwriting.
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